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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 0885 

CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, UR, XJ, XF 

SUB J : PODGORNY'S VISIT TO ZAMBIA - THE LOCAL EGYPTIAN VIEW 

REF: LUSAKA 0867 

1 . AN EGYPTIAN EMBASSY CONTACT CALLED ON EMBOFF APRIL 1 TO 
DISCUSS PODGORNY’S VISIT TO ZAMBIA AND SPELLED OUT AT SOME 
LENGTH HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PODGORNY 
VISIT TO AFRICA, ESPECIALLY TO ZAMBIA. HE GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT 
HE WAS PRESENTING THE OFFICIAL EGYPTIAN VIEW. 
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2. THE HIGHLIGHTS OF HIS PRESENTATION WERE: 

— IN THE WAKE OF THE AFRO-ARAB SUMMIT THE SOVIETS ARE MOVING 
DELIBERATELY TO THWART INCREASING COOPERATION BETWEEN AFRICAN 
AND MODERATE ARAB STATES. 

— THE SOVIETS HOPE TO OFFSET THE DEFEATS THEY HAVE ENCOUNTERED 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST BY BECOMING THE EXCLUSIVE PATRONS OF THE 
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LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

— THROUGH THE EXTENSION OF ARMS AID THE SOVIETS INTEND TO 
CAPTURE THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. THE SOVIETS ARE RELYING ON 
ARMS AID. NOT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, AS THE PRINCIPLE TOOL IN 
THEIR CAMPAIGN. 

— THE SOVIETS WILL NOT SUPPLY THEIR AID THROUGH THE OAU 
LIBERATION COMMITTEE, BUT WILL DO IT DIRECTLY THROUGH ANGOLA 
WITH THE COOPERATION OF THE CUBANS. 

— THE CUBANS ARE WAITING EAGERLY IN THE WINGS FOR THE 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS TO SUFFER MILITARY SETBACKS AND AS SOON 
AS CALLED WILL SUPPLY COBATANT TROOPS. 

— DISCUSSING THE POLITICAL LEANINGS OF AFRICAN LEADERS, 

THE EGYPTIAN OBSERVED THAT ALL THE FRONTLINE STATES EXCEPT 
ZAMBIA ARE PRO-SOVIET, WITH ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE COMPLETE 
CAPTIVES. THERE ARE ONLY TWO POLITICIANS WHO MAINTAIN ROOM 
FOR INDEPENDENT MANEUVER IN THE AREA, MOBUTU AND KAUNDA. 

MOBUTU IS HAVING HIS TROUBLES AND ZAMBIA WILL BE NEXT WHEN 
IT FINDS ITSELF SUBJECTED TO HEAVY SOVIET PRESSURE. 

3. THE EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL DISMISSED AS IRRELEVANT THE OBSERVATION 
THAT THERE ARE PERHAPS SOME LEADERS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA WHO 
WOULD NOT WELCOME SUPERPOWER INTERFERENCE IN THE AREA AND TRULY 
SEEK AFRICAN SOLUTIONS TO AFRICAN PROBLEMS. 
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